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Case Method for Professional Degree Graduate Students

ZHENG Xiaoqi, MA Xiaoyan

(School of Public Administration, Beihang University, Beijing 100083, China)

Abstract: Case method, which can simulate the real situation, solves the problem of the disconnection between the
theory and practice of classroom teaching to a certain extent, and is an important means to cultivate the professional
ability of professional degree graduate students. Since the introduction of case method, researchers in different disci-

plines have deconstructed and analyzed different aspects of case method. By using the method of literature analysis,
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this paper systematically analyses the origin, development and communication of case method, the comparison be-

tween case method and traditional teaching, and the important organizational form of case method. On this basis, the

following understandings are proposed: according to the origin of different opinions, it is further clarified that Harvard

Law School is the birthplace of modern case method in the United States; the evaluation of traditional teaching needs

to be specifically differentiated in combination with the application orientation of professional degree graduate educa-

tion, which cannot be generalized ; Harvard case method needs to be localized and adjusted based on China’ s nation-

al conditions, and visiting case method should be optimized from the aspects of instructor, visiting case, visiting re-

ception unit and support of departments.

Keywords: professional degree graduate student; origin of case method; traditional teaching; Harvard case method;

visiting case method
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