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The CPC ’s New Understanding of the Time Span of the Primary

Stage of Socialism

SUN Runnan, LIU Mingyi

(School of Marxism, Beihang University, Beijing 100083, China)

Abstract: The primary stage of socialism is an accurate judgement of the stage of socialism that China is in. The re-
port to the 20th CPC National Congress has made a new statement on the time span of the primary stage of socialism.
To analyze this new change, we must fully understand the development process and theoretical evolution of the divi-
sion of stages of socialism, and pay special attention to the understanding generated in the practice of social and eco-
nomic development and the major junctures in the development of the road of socialism with Chinese characteristics.
Cross comparison has become an important criterion of judgement for the division of the stages of socialism, especially
the early judgment based on the basic realization of modernization, which has become an important indicator for ob-
serving the development of the primary stage of socialism. On the basis of comparative analysis, we can constantly
form predictable answers and theoretical reserves about the development standards of the primary stage of socialism.

Keywords: primary stage of socialism; new stage of development; division of the stages of socialism; basic realiza-

tion of modernization; Chinese modernization
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