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Ideas on Penalty Consistent with a Harmonious Society

ZHENG Li-ping

(School of Law, Beijing University of Aeronautics and Astronautics, Beijing 100083, China)

Abstract: A harmonious society is a society in which people and people, people and society, as well as people
and nature can co-exist in harmony. Penalty is a necessity in establishing a society of harmony. Undoubtedly,
crimes do great damage to the harmonious relations in society, therefore, penalty, as a means of punishment for
crimes, shall function as the last means to maintain the harmonious relations in society. The structure of the
Chinese criminal law focuses on death penalty and deprival of freedom, which is considered as severe penalty.

In order to remodel such structure of penalty in our country, our priority would be the reconstruction of our ideas
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on penalty.
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