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Reinterpretation of Qian Zhongshu’s Translation Theories
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(School of Translation and Interpretation, Shandong University at Weihai, Weihai 264209, China)

Abstract: Huajing (transmigration of souls) proposed by Qian Zhongshu is the most controversial issue in traditional
Chinese translation theories. It inherits traditional Chinese art philosophy on the one hand and absorbs Western aes-
thetics on the other. It sheds light on the art of translation in particular and illuminates the laws of artistic creation in
general . Huajing is not just a translation criterion; it reveals the nature of literary translation, i.e., the unity between
original stylistic excellence and the translator’ s artistic recreation techniques. Huajing is logically consistent with Qian
Zhongshu’ s general art theories and other sporadic translation thoughts.
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